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The researched Partium (Crișana-Maramureș) Region

Partium is a historical region in the north-western part of Romania. It is a

zone of interferences in natural, social and historical aspects between the

two big parts of the Carpathian Basin: Pannonia and Transylvania. Nowadays

it includes 5 Romanian counties: Arad, Bihor, Maramureș, Satu Mare and

Sălaj. The central city of the historical region is Oradea. The study examined

the economic performance of three counties (Bihor, Satu Mare, Sălaj) of the

Partium region (15827 km2 – 6,6%).

According to natural and production traditions, from agricultural point of

view the region is divided into nine districts. A specific agricultural profile

has emerged in all districts. Industry and services (e.g. Logistics) are also

very important in the gateway cities of the border region.

In our study we explored the economic performance of this region at

municipal level, based on the following indicators: entrepreneurial density,

financial turnover of industrial companies, employment.
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The Geographical Profile of the Region 

The region is lying in eastern edge of the Pannonian Basin. It is bordered in

the East by the Apuseni Mountains, and in the northeast by the Eastern-

Carpathians. The height of the terrain raises gradually from the west to east.

The lowest point of the area is in the south-western corner (85 m), near the

Maros/Mureș river. In the south east the top peak of the Apuseni Mountains is

the Bihor peak (1849 m). Not too far from this peak is located the wettest

point of Romania: Biharfüred/Stâna de Vale (1500 mm/y). 22% of the region

is occupied by mountains, 46% by downs (hilly areas) and basins and 32% by

the plains.

5,7% of Romania's population lives in the three researched counties (1,1

million inhabitatnts; 2019). 30% of this population lives in the three county

seats. Oradea (196000 inhabitants) is the major urban and economic pole of

the region and he second busiest gateway city (after Arad) near the

Hungarian border.

Economy: Between 2000 and 2017 the share of the regional GDP of the

researched counties oscillated between 5,2% (2002) and 4,24% (2013) of the

GDP in Romania. Following the recession, from 2012 onwards there has been

a slow rise, the latest regional data (2017) representing 4,47%.

FUNCTIONAL AGRICULTURAL AREAS IN PARTIUM:
1. Mureș - Criș (Körös) Plain: AR, BH; 4.840 km²; Cereals (Wheat, Corn) + Oilseeds + Factory Farming (Cattle, Sheep, Pig)

2. Barcău - Crasna (Érmellék) Plain: BH, SM; 2.350 km²; Cereals (Wheat, Corn) + Oilseeds + Wine + Livestock (Pig, Sheep)

3. Miniș Wine Region (Arad-Hegyalja): AR; 975 km²; Quality Wines + Fruit Plantations + Cereals

4. Oradea Downs (Hegyköz+Csékei-dombság): BH; 1570 km²; Fruit Plantations + Grasslands + Meadows+ Livestock (Cattle, Pig)

5. Sălaj Downs (Szilágysági-dombvidék): SJ + BH, SM, MM; 2720 km²; Fruit Plantations + Wines + Grasslands + Meadows+ Livestock (Cattle, Sheep,

Pig)

6. Tășnad Downs (Tasnádi dombvidék): SM, BH; 930 km²; Cereals (Wheat, Corn) + Oilseeds + Wine + Fruit Plantations + Sheep

7. Satu Mare (Szatmár): SM, MM; 2760 km²; Cereals (Wheat, Corn) + Oilseeds + Fruit Plantations + Factory Farming (Poultry, Pig) + Sugar-beet

8. Apuseni (Szigethegység) Mountains: AR, BH; 5870 km²; Livestock (Cattle, Sheep, Goat) + Grasslands + Meadows + Potatoes + Fruit

9. Eastern Carpathians (Keleti-Kárpátok): MM, SJ; 7860 km²; Livestock (Cattle, Sheep, Goat) + Grasslands + Meadows + Potatoes + Fruit
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Conclusion: The outstanding performance of the

industry and the service sector is mainly

concentrated in the county seats, and of these

especially in Oradea. Oradea is surrounded by a

whole ring of communes that also show significant

performance. The relative indicators of the

metropolitan area sometimes surpass those of the

center (e.g. Borș, Sântandrei). There are high

performance suburban communes in the other two

county seats as well, but those do not form a

continuous ring. Micro-regional centers, border

crossing points, and a few communes where large

companies have settled are also in a more

favourable position. 80% of local governments, on

the other hand, constitute economic peripheries.
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